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Cover photo by Peg Weissbrod. Stained glass 
image in small garden hut equipped with a chair 
for contemplation in the garden near St. Brigid’s 
Cathedral in Kildare, Ireland. For more photos 
from the Celtic Pilgrimage, see pages 18 and 19.
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PASTOR’S COLUMN:  
FOR ALL THE SAINTS

Many centuries ago, Christian communities 
recognized that ordering their year around 
the life of Jesus was good but that it could 
be better. The liturgical calendar, as distinct 
from the solar or civil calendar, is structured 
on a rough outline of Jesus’ life:

• Advent prepares for his birth, 
• Epiphany marks the recognition of his 

life as a gift for the entire world, 
• a brief period of Ordinary Time (which 

may mark his childhood and adolescence, 
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about which there is only a single episode 
preserved in the New Testament), 

• Lent marks his ministry, suffering, and 
death, 

• Easter marks his resurrection and 
ascension, 

• Pentecost celebrates the gift of his Spirit 
as the founding of the universal church, 

• a longer period of Ordinary Time 
celebrates the growth and diversity of the 
church, and then, following the Sunday 
of the Celebration of the Reign of Christ, 

• the cycle begins again with the First 
Sunday of Advent.

Into this basic structuring of Christian 
time, focused on “The One For Others” (a 
paraphrase from Dietrich Bonhoeffer), the 
lives of “Others For Others” began to find 
their way, beginning with martyrs. Soon, 
noteworthy others were included, such as  
St. Francis of Assisi. This yearly cycle of 
Christian communities’ remembering of 
exemplary religious figures developed, by 
the 9th century, into what is known today as 
the Calendar of Saints. It is an open-ended 
list, constantly being revised, and the only 
definitive version is what is accepted by any 
given Christian group, such as the Roman 
Catholic Church or the Episcopal Church. 
Some figures, such as Jesus’ mother, Mary, 
and the twelve apostles, appear in almost 
all Christian calendars of saints, while other 
saints are recognized more locally. This is the 
way it’s always been.

I wonder if Forest Hill Church could develop 
its own calendar of saints? Would it benefit 
this congregation to commemorate annually 
those who, for example, devoted their lives to 
the struggle for justice and peace – Sojourner 
Truth, Absalom Jones, Mary Church Terrell, 
Ida B. Wells, Rosa Parks, Martin Luther King, 
Jr., Dorothy Day, Pauli Murray, Wendell Berry, 
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Malala Yousafzai, and others?

Or those saints who devoted their lives to 
working for environmental justice and care for 
God’s creation, such as Robert Bullard, Hazel 
Johnson, Rachel Carson, David Attenborough, 
Greta Thunberg, and others?

Or the saints who sought to open our hearts 
and minds to a deeper, richer experience of 
being in the world through the arts, such 
as J. S. Bach, Gerard Manley Hopkins, Mary 
Douglas, Robin Wall Kimmerer, Timothy 
Schmalz, Marc Chagall, and so many others?

Or, finally, those who served the church to 
help it bring God’s realm more into being in 
this world, such as Dorothy Kazel, Ita Ford, 
Maura Clarke, Jean Donovan, Oscar Romero, 
Desmond Tutu, Janani Luwum, James 
Hannington, and the Dalai Lama?

We just celebrated the Communion of Saints. 
Who would you include in FHC’s Calendar of 
Saints? Why? 

What a wonderful ongoing conversation  
we could have about the life of “a long 
obedience in the same direction,” a phrase 
coined by Friedrich Nietzsche (another 
saint?) and popularized by Eugene Peterson 
(another?). Being a saint means so much more 
than simply following rules. 

Let’s discuss.

Faithfully,

Gene McAfee
Transitional 
Pastor
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FAMILY, YOUTH, AND CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Gingerbread House Event
Sunday, December 7, at 6:00pm

FHC Fellowship Hall

Register and purchase your houses  
by November 26!

Our annual event is a great way to begin the 
holiday season! All ages are welcome. Bring 
your family, your partner, or your friends  
and join us for an evening of fun and 
fellowship. We supply everything you need — 
gingerbread, frosting, and candy — to create 
your very own Gingerbread House. The cost 
is $15 per house, and proceeds benefit Family 

Promise of Greater Cleveland, an organization providing programs and services to local families 
facing homelessness. 

Register and purchase your houses here: https://fhc.breezechms.com/form/e62e92943945

Gingerbread Bakers Needed!
Saturday, November 8, 8:30am-12:00pm

FHC Kitchen

Spend a morning with friends in the FHC 
kitchen as we roll, cut, bake, and wrap hundreds 
of pieces of gingerbread in preparation for 
the Gingerbread House Event on December 7. 
Christmas music, friendly conversation, and 
the smell of warm gingerbread in the oven 
will put us in a holiday mood as we work.

If you’d like to join us, please sign up here: 
https://fhc.breezechms.com/form/
e2d455168516

Questions? Contact Amy Wheatley, ce@
fhcpresb.org

https://fhc.breezechms.com/form/e62e92943945
https://fhc.breezechms.com/form/e2d455168516
https://fhc.breezechms.com/form/e2d455168516
mailto:ce%40fhcpresb.org?subject=
mailto:ce%40fhcpresb.org?subject=
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Nurturing Children’s Faith
Prayer — Talking and Listening to God

Last month, we helped the children think about the 
nature of God. What is God’s name? What is God like? 
How close is God? Where does God live?

In November, our children’s classes (K-6th grade) will 
explore ways of talking and listening to God in prayer 
— through age-appropriate stories, art, music, and 
movement. We’ll learn prayer practices that can be shared 
with our families at home.

Children in Worship

Children participated in worship on October 19, 
leading the “Kyrie” response to prayer. After the 
service, they had 
an opportunity to 
play the harp with 
Jessica Martin, our 
guest musician.
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MUSIC MINISTRY

Come Sing Frostiana with  
the Chancel Choir!

This fall, our Chancel Choir invites all who 
love to sing to join us in learning Frostiana: 
Seven Country Songs by Randall Thompson — 
a beautiful and heartfelt choral work that sets 
the timeless poetry of Robert Frost to music. 
Whether you’re a seasoned singer or simply 
someone who enjoys lifting your voice in 
community, this is a wonderful opportunity 
to make music together and explore one of 
the great American choral masterpieces.

About Frostiana
Composed in 1959 to celebrate the 
bicentennial of Amherst, Massachusetts, 
Frostiana unites the lyrical poetry of Robert 
Frost with the warm, expressive music of 
Randall Thompson. The seven movements — 
“The Road Not Taken,” “The Pasture,” “Come 
In,” “The Telephone,” “A Girl’s Garden,” 
“Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening,” 
and “Choose Something Like a Star” — capture 
the spirit of rural New England and the quiet 
beauty of everyday life.

Thompson’s music brings Frost’s words 
vividly to life: tender and reflective in some 
moments, humorous and lighthearted in 
others. The result is a deeply moving work 
that celebrates nature, community, and the 
human soul.

Join us in discovering the poetry, beauty, and 
joy of Frostiana! Rehearsals are open to all — 
come sing, learn, and share in this inspiring 
musical journey.

Rehearsals are on Thursdays at 7:30pm in the 
sanctuary.

If you are interested in being a co-leader for worship, please contact Linda Martin at 
martin3386@ameritech.net or (216) 280-4049. If you wish to assist in serving communion, 
contact Jeanette Nemcek at jet0830@aol.com or (216) 789-6740.

WORSHIP

Co-Leaders for November
November 2: Stewardship Ministry

November 9: Sally Wile
November 16: Carolyn Smith

November 23: Dean Sieck
November 30: Valeria Stutz

To contribute flowers for Sunday worship, use this form: 
https://fhc.breezechms.com/form/Flowers

mailto:martin3386%40ameritech.net?subject=
mailto:jet0830%40aol.com?subject=
https://fhc.breezechms.com/form/Flowers
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Friday, November 21, 7:30pm
Forest Hill Church Sanctuary

Featuring The Cleveland Orchestra 
musicians at Resonance!

Dear FHC family and friends, 

Our next event presents a very special concert 
featuring two Cleveland Orchestra members, 
Stephan Tavani (Assistant Concertmaster) 
and Dan Overly (Keyboardist). Both 
musicians have performed all over the world, 
as well as regularly at Severance Music 
Center, and it is our pleasure to bring them 
to the Forest Hill Church for a more intimate 
chamber recital. 

The program features music inspired by 
memory, folk traditions, and identity. As 
always, there will be a reception after the 
concert where members of the audience 
can meet the musicians and personnel at 
Resonance. 

The Resonance Project is a nonprofit 
organization focused on creating deeper 
connections between performers, the 
music, and the audience. We find that music 
is a tool for building empathy, fostering 
community, and engaging the imagination. 
Through thoughtfully curated performances 
and meaningful conversation, Resonance 
seeks to break down the barriers between 

stage and seat, making classical music more 
accessible, personal, and relevant to all.

We hope you’ll join us for this special evening 
of music, reflection, and connection. Your 
presence and support make events like this 
possible — and help sustain our mission of 
bringing world-class artistry into spaces 
that welcome curiosity and conversation. 

Tickets and information are available at 
RMseries.com.

With gratitude,
QinYing Tan 

RESONANCE PROJECT CONCERT: HOMELAND

https://www.RMseries.com
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membership and welcomed them with great 
joy.

The meeting closed with prayer by Pastor 
McAfee.

The Session also met on September 24, 2025, 
in a Stated Meeting. Pastor Gene McAfee 
served as moderator of this meeting.  

The meeting opened with prayer, followed by 
singing “The World Is Full of Stories.”

What follows is a summary of selected actions 
of Session at the meeting.

The Financial Report for the period ending 
August 31, 2025, was received. The co-
treasurer commented that Net Ordinary 
Income is positive year-to-date. 

Kurt Haas and Jessica Kelley serve as co-
chairs of the Mission Study Committee. 
They reported on the work of the team. The 
charge of that team is to clarify who we are 
as a church, articulate what we stand for,  
[cont’d on p. 9]

Vision Statement of Session:

By 2027, Session will courageously embrace the 
transition by:

Being spiritually led, more diverse, and 
more fully prepared to serve
Living into individual gifts
Connecting with and across ministries, and
Communicating openly and actively with 
congregants, all as a Matthew 25 Church 
and Beloved Community.

The Session of FHC met on September 21, 
2025, in a Special Meeting. Pastor Gene 
McAfee served as moderator for the meeting.  

The sole purpose of this meeting was to 
meet, examine and receive Susanna Gransee, 
Lisa Hamilton and Bill Hoose, who each 
desired to become members of the church. 
After introductions all around, both session 
elders and the new members shared how 
they are or plan to be active in the life of the 
church. Susanna, Lisa and Bill each affirmed 
their desire to become members. They were 
examined by Session.  

Session voted to receive all three into 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

On World Communion Sunday, October 5, 
2025, we were excited to welcome the Rev. 
Addie Domske as our guest preacher. The 
Rev. Domske serves as the National Field 
Organizer for the Friends of Sabeel North 

RESOURCES FROM THE FRIENDS OF SABEEL NORTH AMERICA

America (FOSNA). After worship, she led 
a session, “Palestine 101” in South Hall. In 
this session, we explored themes of justice, 
peace, and liberation for Palestine, and 
learned more about the important advocacy 
work of the PC(USA).

The Rev. Domske has shared a collection 
of resources for further study about the 
work in Palestine. Use this link to access 
the resources: https://fhcpresb.org/news/
resources-from-fosna/.

https://fhcpresb.org/news/resources-from-fosna/
https://fhcpresb.org/news/resources-from-fosna/
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Congregants are invited to observe meetings 
of Session. While observers are not able 
to actively participate in discussions or 
decision-making, they can see firsthand 
how Session coordinates the work of the 
church. The next meeting will be Wed., Nov. 
19, 2025, 7:00-9:00pm in South Hall.

[cont’d from p. 8] 
and explore why we operate the way we do,  
in order to guide us in stronger decision-
making and goal setting for future ministry. 
This team is integral to the process of the 
transition in pastoral leadership. Jessica and 
Kurt shared the process that they are using 
for identifying the congregation’s identity, 
gifts and skills, and context for ministry. The 
final report will be delivered to Session by the 
end of the year.  

A letter was received from the Office of 
Stewardship and Funds Development, 
PC(USA), expressing appreciation for the 
church’s gracious and generous support 
through recent gifts of $110.39 for the Peace 
& Global Witness Offering and $1,481.59 for 
the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering.

Session approved a recommendation from 
the Deacons to remove the following people 
from the membership roll:  Eric Rich, Jeremy 
Hexe, Viktor Hexe, Betty Clark, Molly Dise, 
Blake Himes, Vincent Taylor, Mary Hosier, 
Steve Hosier, Carrie Fister and Cathy Kernich.

Session approved a recommendation from the 
Deacons to move the following people to be 
moved from Active Membership to Inactive 
Membership:  Scott Duncan and Jean Duncan.

The meeting closed with prayer by Pastor 
McAfee.

Submitted by Elizabeth J. Shaw, 
Clerk of Session

Calling All Angels: 
An Advent Study 
of Fearlessness 
and Strength

Sundays, 
November 30– 
December 21, 

9:15–10:15am.  
Meet in South 

Hall. 

Calling All Angels: An Advent Study of 
Fearlessness and Strength written by 
Erin Wathen is a captivating study and 
devotional, where angelic encounters 
come to life, echoing the timeless message 
of overcoming fear. The study asks us to 
contemplate what would change in our 
relationships, vocations, congregations, 
and communities if we have the courage 
to overcome our fears like Mary, Joseph, 
Zechariah, and the Shepherds in the story. 
Each of these encounters begins with the 
same refrain: do not be afraid. Those words, 
though, are not just words of comfort; they 
are an invitation and a calling from God.

Beginning November 30 at 9:15 in South 
Hall, come and explore a message of 
fearlessness and strength in person 
only. Each week will feature a different 
facilitator. The cost of the study book is 
$10. Reimbursement to ASG is optional. 
See Jennifer Blakeney or Ron Zimmerman 
before November 30 to obtain a copy of the 
study/devotional.

ADULT SPIRITUAL GROWTH
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RACIAL EQUITY BUDDIES: A DRAMATIC PERFORMANCE

The Unlikely Friendship of Mary McLeod 
Bethune & Eleanor Roosevelt 

Saturday, November 8, 3:00-5:15pm
Community Church of Chesterland 

(11984 Caves Rd., Chesterland) 

You are cordially invited to join us on 
November 8 at 3:00pm for a special 
performance of a two-person play that 
explores the unique friendship between Mary 
McLeod Bethune and Eleanor Roosevelt. 
The event will take place at the Community 
Church of Chesterland. The play features 
talented Women in History actors Ruth 
Pangrace as Eleanor Roosevelt and Jeannine 
Gaskin as Mary McLeod Bethune. We hope to 
see you there!

RSVP to racialequitybuddies@fhcpresb.org 
to reserve a seat.

The story of Mary McLeod Bethune and 
Eleanor Roosevelt demonstrates the power 
of friendship, faith, and determination. Now 
it’s our turn to carry that spirit forward. Join 
us, and bring a friend or neighbor as we honor 
their legacy together.
[cont’d on p. 11]

Above: The year was 1938, when a group of prominent African American leaders advised  
President Roosevelt throughout his presidency on issues affecting African Americans. In the 
photograph, nineteen individuals are men. In the middle of the front row, a lone woman: Mary 
McLeod Bethune.

mailto:racialequitybuddies%40fhcpresb.org?subject=
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[cont’d from p. 10]
Their backgrounds were drastically different, 
which makes their friendship all the more 
interesting and remarkable. Mary McLeod 
Bethune was born in 1875 in Mayesville, 
South Carolina, the 15th of 17 children born 
to formerly enslaved parents; while Eleanor 
Roosevelt was born in 1884 in NYC into 
American aristocracy, the niece of former 
president Theodore Roosevelt. Yet, their paths 
crossed in 1927, and an unlikely friendship 
ensued. 

Mary McLeod Bethune led an accomplished 
life:

• 1904: Founded Daytona Educational and 
Industrial School for Negro girls

• 1911: Established the first hospital in the 
Daytona region for African Americans. 
It worked in tandem with the McLeod 
Training School for Nurses and offered a 
sanctuary for Black nursing students and 
the sick in the racially segregated town.

• 1923: Her institute merged and was 
renamed Bethune-Cookman College, a 
four-year co-ed school.

• 1924: Elected President of the National 
Association of Colored Women

• 1927: Met Eleanor Roosevelt
• 1929 and onward: advised Presidents 

Coolidge, Hoover, Roosevelt and Truman.
• 1935: Founded National Council of Negro 

Women & Aframerica Women’s Journal 
• 1936-43: First African American to head 

a federal agency, the National Youth 
Administration under FDR

• 1945: Co-founded the United Negro 
College Fund

• 1945: She was the only woman of color 
at the United Nations Conference on 
International Organization in San 
Francisco, California, where the United 
Nations Charter was drafted. 

• 1974: The Mary McLeod Bethune 
Memorial in Lincoln Park was the 
first memorial built on public land in 
Washington, D.C., to honor an African 
American. It was also the first portrait 
statue of an American woman on a public 
site in the city.
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RACIAL EQUITY BUDDIES: QUILT AUCTION

Quilts: Holiday Gifts and  
a Contribution to the Racial  

Education Debt Repair Program

Bidding on one of the three exquisite 
handmade quilts, pictured below,  allows you 
to obtain a beautiful addition to your home 
or surprise someone with a unique holiday 
gift while also supporting an economic racial 
repair program we helped create at Forest 
Hill Church (FHC). Here is a link to an article 
and a Channel-5 segment about this unique 
program, which is certainly the first in the 
state and possibly the country. Here is a 
national publication on this program.

This program will pay off Natasha Lovelace’s 
undergraduate loans, that amount to $70,000, 
in two years, by December 31, 2026. (Natasha 
has no connection to FHC.) Then  FHC will 
begin the process again and find another 
person’s debt to retire. You can assist this 
program and the idea of reparations by 
bidding on one of the three quilts or three 
tote bags pictured below.

Submit all bids to racialequitybuddies@
fhcpresb.org.

The bidding on each quilt begins at $200, which 
covers the cost of the materials but does not 
account for the time, labor, and love that went 
into creating them. The quilts were hand-
crafted by Racial Equity Buddies supporter 
Claudia Zimmerman, who has dedicated over 
25 years to quilting and generously donates 
her creations to causes that are close to her 
heart.

All items are backed in either Ankara or kente 
cloth. The red, yellow, and black quilt (Quilt 
#1) is Ankara African wax prints on 100% 
cotton fabric. It is 48x62.5”, so it is a nice-
sized sofa quilt or a great size for a sporting 
event. It could also be a baby tummy time 
quilt.

The orange, black, and blue quilt (Quilt #2) 
is also Ankara African Wax prints on 100% 
cotton fabric. It is 53x68”. It could be used 
in the same ways as the previous one, and it 
would cover the top (but not drape) of a twin 
bed.

The third quilt (Quilt #3) is African Kente 
Cloth, in which the design is woven into the 
[cont’d on p. 13]

Quilt #1 Quilt #2

Current Bid: 
$350

Current Bid: 
$276

mailto:https://www.news5cleveland.com/news/local-news/we-follow-through/cleveland-heights-church-names-first-recipient-of-new-college-debt-elimination-program?subject=
mailto:https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/5/22/cleveland-heights-church-focus-student-debt-relief-repair?subject=
mailto:https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2025/5/22/cleveland-heights-church-focus-student-debt-relief-repair?subject=
mailto:racialequitybuddies%40fhcpresb.org?subject=
mailto:racialequitybuddies%40fhcpresb.org?subject=
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Tote Bag #1
Current Bid: $150

[cont’d from p. 12] 
fabric. Kente cloth is hand-woven in Ghana 
and is often seen in stoles at graduations. 
It was mixed with a white cotton fabric in a 
chevron design. It is 54x72” and will fit a twin 
bed.

All three can be washed in a washer on cold 
and dried on medium or low heat. 

The craftsmanship of these quilts is evident in 
the attention to detail and the beautiful color 
combinations used in the design. Whether 

you’re a collector of quilts or looking to add a 
unique touch to your home, these handmade 
pieces are sure to impress. Perfect for those 
who appreciate the artistry of handmade 
items, this quilt is a beautiful addition to any 
home.

Three tote bags are made from the same 
material as the quilts. They are roughly 11” 
tall. The base is 6x15”. $20 is the opening bid 
for each tote bag.

Tote Bag #2
Current Bid: $100

Tote Bag #3
Current Bid: $75

Quilt #3

Pictured below is Natasha Lovelace, the 
inaugural recipient of FHC’s Racial Repair & 
Restoration Program.

Current Bid: 
$500
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FALL WORK DAY

FHC 

WORK 

DAY

••••••••••••••••••••

Saturday, November 1st
9am to 12pm

FALL is in the air and it’s time to 
get the church ready for WINTER!

We need people of all ages for many tasks 
including: switching storms & screens, washing 
glass, gardening, and getting organized . 
There’s plenty to do inside if it rains – outside 
tasks will be rescheduled .

BREAKFAST Pastries and drinks will be 
available to start the work day .

STEWARDSHIP

We’re moving toward 2026 with love and all 
it means. We’re not talking about neat, tidy 
love, but big, powerful love. Watch your mail 
for our Stewardship 2026 mailing.

If you have pledged in the past, thank you. 
If you have not yet pledged to Forest Hill 
Church, consider promising an amount 
you can afford. Commit what you can; 
plant your stake in the ground. It matters.

This year LOVE IS. All in.

Submit your pledge here:
https://fhc.breezechms.com/form/7c646691

We are, as always, honored to work alongside 
you,

Your Stewardship Team
Keith Logan and Jean Reinhold, Elders 
Carol Gifford, Kim Hill, Jenny Himmelman, 
and Peter Williams
stewardship@fhcpresb.org

https://fhc.breezechms.com/form/7c646691
mailto:stewardship%40fhcpresb.org?subject=
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SUPPORT FOR NORTH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Churches in the Presbytery of the Western 
Reserve partner with North Presbyterian 
Church, 4515 Superior Avenue, in Cleveland, 
to serve the needs of inner-city Cleveland. 
As a partner in 2025, Forest Hill Church 
provided a community grant, and our Labre 
volunteers prepared and served meals to 
North congregants on the fourth Sunday of 
each month.

Many of North’s congregants are temporarily 
homeless, in transitional housing, or are 
housing insecure. They attend from two of  
the neighborhood’s largest homeless  
shelters: 2100 Lakeside of Lutheran 
Metropolitan Ministries and Norma Herr 
Shelter of the YWCA. Many lack basic  
personal hygiene and clothing items such as 
those listed here. 

Please consider making a donation from the 
list during the next month. Beginning Sunday, 
November 2, there will be a container in the 
Joyce Hunter Foyer (near the information 
table) to receive your donations. The last day 
to receive your contributions will be Friday, 
December 5. 

On December 6, volunteers from the partner 
churches will gather at North to put together 
care packages for distribution in December 
and to learn more about homelessness in 
Cleveland.

If you have questions or would like to help 
on December 6, please contact Jack Breisch 
(jackbreisch@gmail.com) or Melanie Alban 
(melaniealban828@gmail.com). Thank you 
for your support of this vital urban ministry.

Jack Breisch, Labre Coordinator
Melanie Alban, North Church Board

Personal Hygiene and Clothing Items for 
North Church

• Body soap
• Shampoo
• Deodorant
• Toothbrush
• Toothpaste
• Toothbrush holder
• Razor
• Feminine napkins
• Tampons
• Small mirror
• Dental floss
• Skin lotion
• Hair conditioner
• Nail clipper
• Wet wipes
• Disposable washcloth
• Men’s/Women’s underwear (new)
• Men’s T Shirts - large and extra large 

sizes (new or gently used)
• Men’s/Women’s warm socks (new or 

gently used)
• Winter clothing such as mittens and caps 

(new or gently used)

mailto:jackbreisch%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:melaniealban828%40gmail.com?subject=
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EARTH CARE CONGREGATIONS

Here’s How Some Forest Hill Church 
Members Are Earth-Caring!

“I compost all my food waste via Rust Belt 
Riders to cut down on my contribution to the 
landfill.”

—Gail Larson

“With three neighbors, I compost through 
Rust Belt Riders; I take my glass recycling to 
the collection bins at the University Heights 
Library for a local company to reuse; and I 
save most of my plastic that is recyclable in 
Michigan, but not here, until I go to my family 
cottage in Michigan next spring.”

—Diana Woodbridge

“Our family tries our best to be Earth 
caretakers. We conserve water with our rain 
barrel and we use any water that drains from 
the AC and our dehumidifiers to water our 
plants and lawn. We also have a tumbling 
composter and are members of Rust Belt 
Riders for our other organic waste. Though 
the fruit flies can be a bit unbearable in the 
summer, we know it’s worth it! José also bikes 
to work - rain, sun, or snow!”

—Chenoa Stock

“I am substituting our paper towel usage 

for cut up rags from old sheets. Trying to 
eliminate as much plastic as I can. I routinely 
recycle items weekly with Shaker Heights and 
bring my paper items to FHC to recycle.”

—Susan Dunlap

“We save on fuel as we almost never travel for 
pleasure anymore.”

—Kermit Lind

“I routinely recycle items weekly with Shaker 
Heights and bring my paper items to FHC to 
recycle.”

—Chris Fuller

“Started composting, installing solar panels 
on three buildings, try to keep lights turned 
off as much as possible including in my 
professional office, traded for electric car and 
hybrid truck, try to walk to work though doing 
it much too infrequently.”

—Dale Dannefer

“We try to choose wooden or natural-fiber 
toys for our kids, or we buy used.”

—Jane Duncan

“I love the beauty of nature and consistently 
pick up trash when I can to help keep the 
earth beautiful.”

—Chiquitia Montgomery

“I planted two native Serviceberry trees in 
the back yard to provide food and nectar for 
pollinators and birds.”

—Cynthia Lehman

“We reduce junk paper mail advertisements  
with this article’s information: https://
consumer.ftc.gov/node/77522.”

—Ann Williams

“I don’t use liquid detergent that comes in 
[cont’d on p. 17]

https://consumer.ftc.gov/node/77522
https://consumer.ftc.gov/node/77522
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[cont’d from p. 16] 
big colored bottles that clog beaches and 
kill sealife anymore; I use Earth Breeze, a 
detergent that comes in the form of little 
sheets that you put in the soap compartment 
in the washer, which does a nice job and costs 
about the same or less:  earthbreeze.com.”

—Dean Sieck

“We advocate for community involvement 
as members of the Kendal at Oberlin 
Environmental Concerns Committee”

—Carleton Stock

“I do some pretty basic stuff, like kitchen 
composting (through Rust Belt), recycling, 
planting vegetables from last year’s seeds, 
using re-useable shopping bags, and so on.”

—Christine Henry

“I practice earth care by avoiding plastic as 
much as I can, turning off lights, keep house, 
temperature, moderate, and purchasing a 
hybrid car and being efficient in car trips.”

—Jennifer Blakeney

“We use weekly Rust Belt Riders pail for 
compostables and the Cleveland Heights blue 
recycle bin for recyclables. We have reduced 
what we send to landfill to only one Cleveland 
Heights green bin every three to four weeks 
instead of one green bin every week.”

—Peter Williams

“I recently started composting with RBR and 
am shocked at how my garbage has been 
reduced! I use all-electric power tools and 
lawn equipment. When I needed a new car 
last year, I got a hybrid. I use about 10 gallons 
of gas per month.” 

—Jessica Kelley

“One of a number of steps we have taken is 
to LOSE THE PLASTIC! We ditched liquid 

soap and now use old fashioned bar soap. No 
plastic bottles or refills and we still have clean 
hands!”

—Susan Lafferty

“I consciously practice recycling as much as 
I can.” 

—Marjorie Ravas

“I compost, plant tomatoes, onions and 
peppers from seeds of uneaten scraps and use 
grass cuttings to keep bugs away and release 
nutrients into soil.”

—Robert Doyle

“I bring a stainless steel water bottle when I 
go out so that I don’t have to buy water in a 
plastic bottle.”

—Sharon Leary

Thank you to all who have responded!  
These are great examples of what we can do 
as individuals and families to care for the 
environment.  We must all continue to refuse, 
reuse, recycle, and conscientiously and 
judiciously utilize earth’s abundant natural 
resources.

David Neff, Elder
Earth Care Leader

http://earthbreeze.com
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PHOTOS FROM THE CELTIC PILGRIMAGE

The travelers who went on the Celtic Pilgrimage to Ireland and Scotland are back! Here are 
some of the photos from their trip. This is only a small sample! To see more photos, go to: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/Z8cmSPTXwWpaocuu6. A re-entry event for pilgrims to share more 
of their experiences with the congregation will be held later this fall. Watch for more details!

Hairy “coo” (cow) on  
the Isle of Mull, Scotland

A replica of the first known 
example of a Celtic cross,  

Iona, Scotland
The Thistle Chapel, St. Giles’ 

Cathedral in Edinburgh

The pilgrims at Glendalough  
in Ireland

View of the Round Tower at 
Glendalough in Ireland

St. Brigid’s Well  
in Kildare, Ireland

Clonard Monastery in  
Belfast, Northern Ireland

Victoria Terrace in  
Edinburgh, Scotland

Whispering Arch at 
Clonmacnoise in Ireland

https://photos.app.goo.gl/Z8cmSPTXwWpaocuu6
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St. Brigid’s Fire Temple  
in Kildare, Ireland, and  
St. Brigid’s Cathedral

Joyce and Elizabeth on the  
Oban Distillery tour

Bagpiper in Scotland - click here 
to see a video of him playing

Gene and Karen First look at St. Giles’  
Cathedral

Del and Catherine on 
the Isle of Iona

Jeanette and owl -  
meeting soul to soul

The pilgrims at Iona Abbey in Scotland

Mary and Peg on the quieter 
side of Giant’s Causeway

https://photos.app.goo.gl/K53QQME9tsvMz9B6A
https://photos.app.goo.gl/K53QQME9tsvMz9B6A
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P.E.O. HOSTS AUTHOR MARY REYNOLDS POWELL

Saturday, November 8, 2:00pm
FHC Sanctuary 

Chapter Q of Philanthropic Educational 
Organization  International (P.E.O.) will 

present “An afternoon 
with Mary Reynolds 
Powell.” It is P.E.O.’s 
13th annual program 
featuring a local author. 

Mary will discuss 
A World of Hurt: 
Between Innocence 
and Arrogance in 
Vietnam, an account 
of her experience as 

an Army nurse in Vietnam that includes the 
stories of several friends who served with 
her. It describes a war “winding down” while 
thousands still died.

“There were no women in Vietnam.” When 
Mary returned home to the United States, 
many Americans, including Vietnam 
veterans, believed this to be true. In fact, the 
Department of Defense initially provided 
inaccurate numbers leaving the country 
unaware that some 10,000 American military 
women were stationed in Vietnam. Like Mary, 
most were nurses.  

This year marks the 50th anniversary since 
the last American helicopter lifted off the roof 
of the U.S. Embassy in Saigon. “It never leaves 
you,” Mary said, referring to her Vietnam 
experience.

Don’t miss Mary’s inspiring story. The 
program is free. Livestream is available. 
Registration and donations are encouraged. 
All funds raised will support women’s 

education. Following the program, book sales 
provided by Mac’sBacks and refreshments 
will be available. Register now: https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/1671571077089?aff=oddtdt
creator.

A graduate of Columbia University, Mary 
Reynolds Powell served as a Captain in 
the U.S. Army Nurse Corps at the 24th 
Evacuation Hospital at Long Binh, Vietnam 
in 1970-71. Since her return from Vietnam, 
she has worked in community health and on 
community issues in four different states. She 
received a Master of Arts in Urban Sociology 
from the University of Colorado. Mary was 
inducted into the Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame 
in November 2009.

Well received by academics and the public, 
A World of Hurt: Between Innocence and 
Arrogance in Vietnam, was nominated for a 
2000 Northern Ohio Live Magazine Award of 
Achievement in Writing. In early 2005, it was 
released in Israel, becoming only the second 
book on the Vietnam War to be published in 
Hebrew. Mary and her husband, Doug, whom 
she met in Vietnam, live in the Shaker Square 
area of Cleveland. 

P.E.O. International, organized in 1869, 
is a nonprofit philanthropic educational 
organization where women help women 
advance through education. P.E.O. has 
distributed over $457 million in financial 
assistance to more than 128,000 women in 
the form of grants, scholarships, awards, 
and loans. In addition, P.E.O. has owned 
and supported Cottey College since 1927, an 
independent liberal arts and sciences women’s 
college. Learn more at peointernational.org.

If you have any questions about the event, 
contact Cathy Ghiandoni.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1671571077089?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1671571077089?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1671571077089?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.peointernational.org
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LES MISÉRABLES: SCHOOL EDITION

Cleveland Heights High School presents Les 
Misérables: School Edition!

Two FHC youth will be performing: Henry Dyck 
will be playing Jean Valjean, and Margaret Dyck 
will be in the ensemble.

Performances are November 1 and 8 at 7:00pm 
and November 2 and 9 at 2:00pm.

Buy tickets here: https://cur8.com/24525/
project/133887

See FHC staff member Laura Schultz at 
Severance Music Center!

Tuesday, November 11, 7:30pm

Experience a moving tribute to our 
nation’s beloved veterans as the Cinematic 
Symphony Orchestra plays some of your 
favorite film score hits from Saving Private 
Ryan, Band of Brothers, Glory, Gettysburg, The 
Patriot, Platoon, Forrest Gump, Pearl Harbor, 
and more! 

All veterans and active duty military receive 
50% off admission with valid ID. A ticket 
for a child (10 and under) can be purchased  
for 50% off with the purchase of a 
corresponding adult ticket. Students can 
also receive 50% off admission to this 

HEROES IN HARMONY

concert with valid student ID.

We hope to see you there for this 
extraordinary event! Tickets are available at 
cinematicsymphony.org.

https://cur8.com/24525/project/133887
https://cur8.com/24525/project/133887
http://cinematicsymphony.org
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November 1 – Angela Sanders
November 2 – Judy Hammer
November 2 – Michael 
                          Wiggins
November 3 – Anne Way
November 3 – Todd Webster
November 4 – Amanda Horan
November 5 – Chris Bell
November 5 – Mark Chupp
November 6 – Gloria Webb
November 7 – Emma Haas
November 7 – Laurie Logan
November 7 – Matt Russo

November 11 – Molly Webster
November 12 – Mike Glaros
November 13 – Nancy Grube
November 13 – Barb Hansen
November 15 – Betty Jo 
                             Jenkins
November 17 – Margie Glaros
November 17 – Kemp Jaycox
November 18 – Jane Kowall
November 19 – Chiq 
                             Montgomery
November 20 – Ellie Vahey

BIRTHDAYS

November 21 – A. Guy 
                             Cameron
November 21 – Joyce Pope
November 23 – Jane Ishler
November 24 – Jaden Cosgrove
November 25 – Bill Ladebue
November 27 – Beth Zednik
November 30 – Deb Adrine
November 30 – Mason 
                             Caminiti
November 30 – Antoinette  
                             Richardson

BUILDING RENTAL

The church is available for your next baby 
shower, family celebration, concert or 
conference! Fellowship Hall seats 200, and 
there are smaller spaces available as well. 
There are two kitchens, custodial help and 
free parking! The possibilities for your 
event are endless. Fees adjust for members 
and non-members.

Contact Laura Schultz for information, or 
fill out the request form here: https://fhc.
breezechms.com/form/9894b2.

PICTURES REQUESTED

We are building a digital library of church 
photos. If you take a few pictures at an event, 
please send them to Laura at churchadmin@

fhcpresb.org. If you take a 
lot of pictures at an event 
and would like to upload 
them to Google Drive 
yourself, contact Laura for 
access.

THANKSGIVING AND 
DEADLINES

Please note that the church office will 
be closed on November 27 and 28 for 
Thanksgiving. Due to the shortened 
week for the holiday, the deadline for the 
December Tower is Thursday, November 
13, at 9:00am.

https://fhc.breezechms.com/form/9894b2
https://fhc.breezechms.com/form/9894b2
mailto:churchadmin%40fhcpresb.org?subject=
mailto:churchadmin%40fhcpresb.org?subject=
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November 2025

CALENDAR

Regularly scheduled 
events meet every 
week unless noted

11:00am - Worship 
service

9:00am - 
Bulletin 
and email 
deadline
6:00pm - AA: 
Progress Not 
Perfection
7:00pm - Al-
Anon: Now 
There’s Hope
7:30pm - AA: 
Borton Group

10:30am 
- 1:00pm 
Abundance 
Food 
Pantry

7:30am - Bible & 
Bagels (virtual)
12:00pm - Staff 
Meeting
12:30pm - AA: 
Wed. Women’s 
Group
6:00pm - AA: 
Four Absolutes

1:00pm 
- English 
Country Dance
Starting 
September 11:
6:15pm - 
Bell Choir 
Rehearsal
7:30pm - 
Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal

10:00am - 
Al-Anon: 
Hand in 
Hand
6:30pm - 
Scottish 
Country 
Dance

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
9:00am - Fall 
Church Work Day
10:30am - Men’s 
Group

2
Daylight Savings Time 
Ends
9:15am - The “Other 
Prophets” Class 
12:30pm - Stewardship 
Lunch

3 4 5
7:00pm - 
Personnel 
Committee
7:00pm - 
Forest Hills 
Homeowners 
Association 
Meeting

6 7 8
8:00am - 
Gingerbread Baking
10:00am - Fiber 
Fellowship
2:00pm - PEO 
Author Event
2:00pm - AMIS 
Immigration Trauma 
Workshop

9
9:15am - The “Other 
Prophets” Class

10 11
7:00pm 
- Church 
Growth 
Meeting 
(virtual)

12
5:00pm - Eastside 
Citizens’ 
Empowerment 
Foundation 
7:00pm - Ministry 
Meetings

13
Deadline for 
the December 
Tower

14
5:00pm 
- Praying 
with Others

15

16
9:15am - The “Other 
Prophets” Class

17 18 19
7:00pm - Session 
Meeting

20
5:30pm 
- Finance 
Committee 
Meeting

21
7:00pm - 
Resonance 
Project 
Concert

22
2:00pm - AMIS 
Immigration 
Trauma Workshop

23
9:15am - The “Other 
Prophets” Class
- Labre Ministry at 
North Church
Time TBD - Messiah 
Chorus Concert

24 25 26 27
Thanksgiving 
- CHURCH 
CLOSED

28
CHURCH 
CLOSED 
5:00pm 
- Praying 
with Others

29

30
9:15am - Advent Class



CONTACT INFORMATION

3031 Monticello Blvd. 
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118

Church Office: 216-321-2660

Custodians’ cell phone: 216-217-5257

Email: churchadmin@fhcpresb.org 

Website: www.fhcpresb.org

Deadline for the December Tower: 9:00am on November 13, 2025
Deadline for The Week Ahead email: 9:00am every Monday

Giving Options
Friends of FHC, you may give monetary gifts or donations by texting 216-400-5300, 
or see the online giving options at fhcpresb.org/give. You may also mail a check to the 
church bookkeeper (3031 Monticello Blvd., Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118).
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Rev. Dr. Gene McAfee

Dr. QinYing Tan

Dr. Amy Wheatley

Antoinette 
Richardson

Laura Schultz

Darlene Holt

Ann Donkin

Rev. Carol Wedell

Transitional Pastor

Director of Music/Organist

Director of Family, Youth, 
and Children

Community Engagement 
Manager

Digital Communications 
Manager

Bookkeeper

Building Manager

Parish Associate

pastormcafee@fhcpresb.org

music@fhcpresb.org

CE@fhcpresb.org

office@fhcpresb.org

churchadmin@fhcpresb.org

finance@fhcpresb.org

adonkin@fhcpresb.org

carolwedell@gmail.com
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x200
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mailto:churchadmin%40fhcpresb.org?subject=
http://www.fhcpresb.org
https://fhcpresb.org/give/
mailto:pastormcafee%40fhcpresb.org?subject=
mailto:music%40fhcpresb.org?subject=
mailto:CE%40fhcpresb.org?subject=
mailto:office%40fhcpresb.org?subject=
mailto:churchadmin%40fhcpresb.org?subject=
mailto:finance%40fhcpresb.org?subject=
mailto:adonkin%40fhcpresb.org?subject=
mailto:carolwedell%40gmail.com?subject=

